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How can I best serve you this morning as we come to John 8, which is one of 

the most dense and complex passages in John’s gospel? If we were in a small 

group Bible study together, we would take a number of weeks to work our 

way through John 8, but in this setting it seems that the best way for me to 

serve you is to wrestle with just enough of the specifics for us to really grasp 

the big picture of what Jesus is teaching in chapter 8.  
 

Last week we looked at vs. 1-11 which is the story of the woman caught in 

adultery. The scribes and Pharisees had been looking for a way to discredit 

Jesus so they brought to Him a woman who had been caught in the very act 

of adultery and asked Him what they should do with her. This was meant as a 

trap because they were hoping that Jesus would either oppose the law of 

Moses by avoiding the death penalty or get in trouble with the Romans by 

upholding the death penalty against Roman policy.  
 

But Jesus had an amazing response. With a single statement He honored the 

law of Moses, extended mercy to the accused, and exposed the wicked hearts 

of the accusers: He said, “He who is without sin among you, let him be the 

first to throw a stone at her” (vs. 7). This is a tremendous example of how 

mercy triumphs over judgment. Jesus went beyond merely serving the law to 

saving a life.  
 

You may recall from last week that this incident is a real life drama of what 

Jesus said in John 3:16-17: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His 

only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have 

eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, 

but that the world should be saved through Him. 

 

John 3:18-21 goes on to say: “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not 

believed in the name of God's one and only Son. 

 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved 

darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 

 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light 

for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 

 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen 

plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” (NIV).  

 

 

What we are going to discover is that these verses in John 3 are the backdrop 

for what will happen next in John 8. In other words, the complexities of John 

8 will make a lot more sense if you hang onto the big picture of John 3. 

Jesus’ primary mission was not to judge the world but to save the world.  

And so He came as a Light, but many loved the darkness and the result was 

conflict between the Light and the darkness.  
 

In John 8:12-30 we are going to witness the battle between Jesus, the Light 

of the Word, and the Pharisees who loved the darkness.   
 

Now let’s pick up where we left off last week. The last thing that Jesus said 

to this adulterous woman initially sounds like the perfect ending to a story, 

but the more we ponder it the more it should make us feel unsettled. Vs. 10: 

Jesus said, “where are [your accusers]? Did no one condemn you?” She 

said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “I do not condemn you, either. Go. 

From now on sin no more.”  
 

Now let’s get real for a moment. Let’s bring this into a modern day scenario.  

Imagine that someone in this church is caught in the very act of adultery—

God forbid! The elders summon this individual to meet with them and in this 

meeting they look to me and say, “Pastor Ty, what should we do about this?” 

Now imagine that I simply looked at this individual and said, “Well, I don’t 

condemn you. So you are free to go, just don’t do it again.” How would you 

respond? I would hope the elders would say, “NO, Pastor Ty!  We need to 

hear an honest confession. We need to see brokenness. We want to insist on 

genuine repentance. This individual needs some counseling so they can come 

to terms with the damage that has been done to two families and the church. 

There needs to be a pathway of accountability and healing. We can’t just 

look the other way. There must be an intentional process of restoration.”  
 

What’s the difference between the scenario that I have just created and the 

real-life event of John 8? There’s just one huge difference and that’s the 

difference between Pastor Ty and Jesus. Pastor Ty cannot look directly into 

someone’s heart, positively identify true brokenness, extend perfect 

forgiveness, and empower a person to change.  
 

The reason I used this modern day illustration is because I want you to feel 

so uncomfortable with verse 11 that you will really hear what Jesus is saying 

in vs. 12 (because the story doesn’t end in vs. 11): “Then Jesus again spoke 

to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not 

walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’”  

 

 

 



How could this woman possibly escape condemnation for her scandalous 

sin? How could she ever hope to be freed from her sinful lifestyle?  

 

Jesus is declaring that He Himself is the answer to her life. If she will step 

into the Light and follow Jesus, she will no longer walk in the darkness of 

her sin. Instead she will have the light of life. Jesus is talking about a 

transformed life. When Jesus says He is the Light of the world, He is saying 

that He is the solution to man’s sinful darkness, including this woman. The 

reason He could say, “Go. From now on sin no more,” is because He is the 

Light. And if she will follow Him, she will no longer walk in her darkness.  

 

But the Pharisees who are listening distain the Light, and they are examples 

of what will become of those who don’t follow Jesus as the Light of the 

world.  

 

Because of their hostility toward Jesus, they give very little consideration to 

His actual message. They are just looking for any possible inconsistencies 

and technicalities they can find to discredit Him. They are grasping at straws 

so desperately that their mud-flinging efforts only become more outrageous 

as the debate progresses.  
 

They respond to Jesus’ claim (vs. 12) with a technicality in vs. 13: “You are 

testifying about Yourself; Your testimony is not true.” What are they doing? 

They are attempting to twist something Jesus said in John 5:31 to make Him 

sound inconsistent.  

 

In 5:31 Jesus said, “If I alone testify about Myself, My testimony is not true.” 

Jesus wasn’t saying that His own word couldn’t be trusted. He’s saying that 

if His testimony is independent of the Father, it’s of no value. And then He 

goes on in vs. 32 to say that there is another who also testifies about Me, and 

then He subpoenas 4 witnesses: John the Baptist, His own miracles, God the 

Father, and their own Scriptures.  

 

Jesus responds to their objection in 8:14 by saying, “Even if I bear witness of 

Myself, My witness is true; for I know where I came from, and where I am 

going; but you do not know where I come from, or where I am going. 

 15 "You people judge according to the flesh; I am not judging anyone. 

 16 "But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone in it, but I 

and He who sent Me. 

 17 "Even in your law it has been written, that the testimony of two men is 

true. 

 18 "I am He who bears witness of Myself, and the Father who sent Me bears 

witness of Me.” (vs. 14-18).  

In other words, your own law says that a matter is established by the 

testimony of two. You have my testimony and My Father’s testimony.  

Objection overruled! 
 

But as soon as Jesus mentions His Father, they jump on technicality #2: 

“Where is Your Father?” (vs. 19). We know from vs. 27 that they are 

thinking in terms of an earthly father. In other words, they are saying “if 

Your father is a witness, we want to hear His testimony. Where is he?” 

But Jesus was speaking about His true Father in heaven and simply responds 

in vs. 19 by saying, “You know neither Me nor My Father; If you knew Me 

you would know My Father also.”  
 

And then Jesus presses the urgency of His claim to be the Light of the world 

in vs. 21. The Pharisees are grasping at technical straws to win an argument 

but Jesus will not be detracted from His mission to save the lost, and so He 

stresses the urgency of His message: “I go away, and you will seek Me, and 

will die in your sin; where I am going you cannot come.” In other words, I 

am here—the Light is here now but I am going to go away to a place that you 

don’t have access to and you are going to die in the darkness of your sin. 

This is your opportunity—don’t pass it up! 
 

But the Jews are confused and say, where could He possibly go that we can’t 

go? He’s not going to kill Himself and go to hell is He? In other words, they 

are so self-righteous that they think hell is the only place they couldn’t 

possibly end up at.  
 

But Jesus says, “No, you guys have it all upside down.” Vs. 23: “You are 

from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this world.” 

Jesus is saying that your true identity is with the world. James 4:4 says, “You 

adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility 

toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 

himself an enemy of God.” They have bought into the world’s way of 

thinking. James 3:14-16 says that “if you have bitter jealousy and selfish 

ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. This 

wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, 

demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and 

every evil thing.”  
 

Jesus is exposing their evil deeds and warning them not to forsake Him as the 

Light of the world. Again in vs. 24 He says, “you will die in your sins; for 

unless you believe that I am He [the Light!], you will die in your sins.” This 

is not a verbal assault. It is a warning! Three times Jesus stresses that they 

will die in their sins if they don’t seize the opportunity to believe that He is 

the Light of the World.  

 



The great IRONY in John 8 is that Jesus saves an adulterous woman from 

dying in her sin (literally) and turns to the Pharisees and declares that they 

are the ones who will die in their sins because they reject Him as the Light.  

 

As we come to vs. 28, Jesus says that there is coming a time when they will 

know that He is who He claimed to be: “When you lift up the Son of Man 

then you will know that I am He…” He didn’t say they would necessarily 

believe, but they would know. Jesus is speaking here about the cross. By the 

time of His crucifixion, their hearts will be so hard they will deny the 

overwhelming evidence of his life, message, ministry, miracles and even His 

resurrection. They will know who Jesus is yet reject Him in willful unbelief.  

 

Warning: Take care that your heart doesn’t grow hard today because you 

may no longer have control over it tomorrow.  
Hebrews 3:12-13—“Take care, brethren, lest there should be in any one of 

you an evil, unbelieving heart, in falling away from the living God. 

 
13

 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called 

"Today," lest any one of you be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” 

 

In fact the hardening of the heart in John 8 was so intense that in the last 

verse they picked up stones to throw at Jesus confirming that their intentions 

were murderous (cf. vs. 37, 40, 44).  

 

There’s a second thing that they would come to know is true about Jesus in 

vs. 28: that “I do nothing on My own initiative, but speak just what the 

Father has taught Me. The one who sent me is with me; He has not left me 

alone, for I always do what pleases Him.” (NAS/NIV)  

Jesus is describing here a sinless life of uninterrupted oneness with God. He 

never acts independently of the Father. He is always in the Light.  

 

Remember, sin is not just something you do. It is a spirit/attitude of rebellion 

against God—a declaration of independence from God. But Jesus never acted 

independently of the Father. He was absolutely loyal to Him in all things.  

 

Vs. 28 ties right back into the heart of Jesus’ message in vs. 12.  

� Because I always please the Father and never do anything 

independently of Him (vs 28), if you follow Me you will not walk in 

darkness either (vs. 12) but will be freed from the slave-master of 

sin. In other words, you will have the same kind of relationship I 

have with Him, if you follow Me.  

� But if you continue to reject Me as the Light, you will walk in 

darkness and die in your sin.  
 

I John 1:5-7—“God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 

 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, 

we lie and do not practice the truth; 

 7 but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship 

with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 

Let me sound the alarm of John 8 as clearly as I can:  
 

You have nothing to gain by persisting in your rebellion against Jesus, 

unless your goal is to die in your sin.  

 

John 3:36 ~ “…he who does not obey (NIV—“rejects”) the Son will not see 

life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” In other words, the wrath of God is 

already looming over you because you walk in darkness, and if you reject the 

Light you will just die in your sin.  
 

You have nothing to gain by persisting in your rebellion against Jesus, 

unless your goal is to die in your sin.  

 

Yet John 8 is so much more than a warning. It is an invitation of hope and 

blessing: If you come into the Light and the Son sets you free, you will be 

free indeed—no less than the adulterous woman was saved from dying in her 

sin.  
 

John 8:31-32—“If you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples 

of Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free." 
 

John 8:36—“So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

John 8 is a beacon of light in the darkness: “I am the Light of the world; he 

who follows Me will not walk in darkness but will have the Light of life” 

(vs. 12).  The key word for us (in vs. 12) is “follow”: “He who follows Me...” 
 

How do you know if you are truly following Jesus?  

The litmus test of a true follower is the one who keeps His Word: 
 

John 8:31-32 - “If you continue in My word, then you are truly 

disciples of Mine; and you will know the truth, and the truth will 

make you free.” 
 

John 8:51 -“Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he 

shall never see death.”  
 



James 1:22-25 - “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not 

merely hearers who delude themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of 

the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural 

face in a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone away, 

he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. But one 

who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides 

by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this 

man shall be blessed in what he does.” 
 

Is it evident that you are indeed a true follower of Jesus by how you keep His 

Word? Jesus said, “if God were your Father, you would love Me…”          

(vs. 42). Is your obedience to God’s Word a response of love for Jesus?      

Cf. John 14:15 
  
Are you walking in the Light or are you flirting with the darkness?  

Have you come into the Light? Have you surrendered your life to Jesus?  
 

I realize that my message this morning has been heavy and perhaps you have 

felt the intensity of Jesus’ confrontation with those who loved the darkness. 

We may need to be jolted out of our complacency in the shadows, and yet in 

this moment I invite you to turn to Jesus and experience the tender mercy we 

see in His response to the woman caught in deadly sin. I understand that you 

may fear the Light because your life is enmeshed in a web of sin and 

darkness and the condemnation you feel in the dark is very real. And yet the 

amazing reality is that when you come to Jesus, His Light dispels the 

condemnation. “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 

in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). There is mercy in the Light.  When you 

come to Jesus, mercy triumphs over darkness (James 2:13).  
 

And so I plead with you to throw yourself on Jesus’ mercy. He is the Light of 

the world, and those who follow Him will not walk in darkness but will have 

the light of life.  
 

Summary:  

1. Backdrop: John 3:16-21 

2. Beacon of Light: 8:12 

3. Tragedy: Some will resist the Light and insist on dying in their sin. 

4. Harsh Reality: You have nothing to gain by persisting in your rebellion 

against Jesus, unless your goal is to die in your sin. There is no ultimate 

gain to insisting to walk in the darkness by neglecting Jesus. 

5. Good News: If you come into the Light and follow the Son, He will set you 

free and you will be free indeed from the bondage of your sin/darkness.  

6. Checkpoint: Is it evident in my life that I am indeed walking in the Light as 

a true follower of Jesus by how I keep His Word? Jesus said, “if God were 

your Father, you would love Me…” (vs. 42). Is my delight and obedience to 

God’s Word a response of love for Jesus? Cf. John 14:15 


